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AitT. II. — Note on the Sri Jantra and Khat Kon Chaltra, ( Six- 
Angled IVheel), or Double Equilateral Triangle. By E. C. 
ItAVENSllAW, Esq., Me of the Bengal Civil Service. 

[Head 16th June, 1849] 

In presenting to tlio Royal Asiatic Society the accompanying two 
specimen*), in crystal, of the Sri Jantra, it will lie proper to oiler sumo 
explanation of the manner in which they came into my handy ; of tlio 
use to which they arc applied by the Hindus; and of the meaning, 
and apparently great antiquity, of the mysterious symbol of tlio 
Double Equilateral Triangle 

Tlio Jantras were brought to mo about two years ago when I was 
residing at 1'atna, by an itinerant vendor of Hindu images, salagrainu, 
and other religious curiosities from Benares. The man informed me, 
that they were made of crystal, brought from the neighbourhood of 
Jeypoor. lie had a great number of them of various sizes; for the 
larger ones he demanded 30, 40, and 50 rupees, lie could allord mo 
little other information regarding them, than that they were objects 
of religious reverence among tho Hindus. Never having seen or 
heard of tho Sri Jautra before, and being struck with the identity 
of tho symbol with the decoration of the Royal Arch in Free- 
masonry, I sent for a Brahman to expound the mystery. He in- 
formed me, that an explanation of it would be found in the " Mantra 
Mahodadhi," and tho "Sarada Tilak;" but as he had not a copy 
of cither of those works in bis possession, I requested him to givo 
mo the substance viva voce. It appeared from his narrative, that tho 
Sri Jautra is a sort of pocket Altar, on which worship may be oll'ered 
to any Deity; and according to the name of the Deity it is called 
" Durgil Jantra," " Devi Jantra," "Siva Jantra," ifce. Each of tho 
six angles of tho hexagon represents a point of the compass, and is 
named after tho thrco principal gods of the Hindu Pantheon, 
Brahma, Siva, and Vishnu, and their respective sal; lis or wives, 
Sarnswati, Parvati, and Lakshmi, (vido Plato I, Fig. 1.) The 
centre of the middle triangle, on the summit of the conical crystal, is 
called tho " Karnika," and on this spot, cither the image, or tho name 
of tho deity to be worshipped must be placed ; the Angle dedicated 
to Brahma is then placed to the East, and the ceremonies of devotion 
arc proceeded with. . Figure 3, Plato 1, will give an idea of the eleva- 



l" ON THE Slti JANTRA 

•tion or general appearance of the Jantra. It is intended to represent 
tlio flower of the lotus, with the petals turned back. It will bo 
remarked, that immediately below the triangles there are two rows 
of petals, — one containing eight, and the other sixteen leaves, called 
" llasht dal," and "Slioras dal'. The number of dais or petals 
varies in each Jantra, according to tlio deity who is to be worshipped, 
and each petal has a separate name. The cono, thus formed, 
rests upon a sijuare base, which represents tlio earth, and is called 
" Bhi'i-piir," or " city of the earth." It is not improbable, that the 
cone is meant to represent the Heavens resting on the Earth; but tlio 
Brahman did not give such an explanation ol it. In the Sabrean 
worship of China, Sir J. Davis (p. 70, vol. ii,) states, that the 
altar of sacrifice to Heaven is round to represent the sky, and that of 
the earth square'; the Jantra appears to combine the two. In tlio 
valley of Nepal near Kathmandu, there is a large hemispherical 
solid building, called " Sambhumith," consecrated to "'Adi Buddha;" 
an engraving of which is given in Kirkpatrick's work on Nepal. 
The form is very similar to that of tlio Jantra, but on the summit 
rises a pagoda with seven stories, representing the seven heavens, 
(vide Fig. 5, Plate II). The other Jantra is devoted entirely to the 
second person of the Hindu Trinity, " Shco " or "Siva," and is there- 
fore called "Siva Jantra." Fig. 4 and R, Plate I, will convey to 
those who have not an opportunity of inspecting tlio original, 
some idea of its form, and the disposition of the triangles. It 
will be observed, that tlio triangles arc not in a state of union as 
in the first Jantra, but that there arc six Equilateral Triangles, ono 
within the other, forming as it were a pyramid of triangles. The 
dais or petals are only eight in number, and named after the sun, 
moon, and the elements which form the chief subjects'' 1 of the hymns 
of the Vedas. 

I found it dillicult to ascertain from the Brahman whom I con- 
sulted, any distinct account of the origin of this curious symbol; ho 
all'eeted a. great mystery on the subject, and all I could gather from 
him was, that the two Equilateral Triangles intersecting one another 
in the Sri Jantra., were the emblems of tho " Litigant" and " Yoni," 
the " Bija" and " Jllmg," or the male and female principles of nature, 
and of the Deity who is tho god of nature. 

1 Kitjuri: 2, Pin to I, gives a bird's eye view of the Jniifrn, showing Die loaves 
of Mir lotus anil iloiililc trinligln in (lie centre. V'ig. '.I slums tile elevation, 

' In K^pt, lite hieroglyphic sirii of tlio earth «ns also » w|u:ire.— Jliinscn, 
,.. .134. 

' Asiatic Hiseiiielien, vu\ viii. |i. '.W>.. 
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The analogies derived from a consideration of the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms, possibly led tho Hindu philosophers to coucludo 
that the process of creation was due to the co-cxislenco of these two 
principles in the divine nature. 

In 11. T. Colebrooke's translation of parts of the Veda 1 , the follow- 
ing passages illustrate this idea. "In the beginning there was 
no entity nor non-entity — no world nor sky, nor aught above it. 
Death was not, nor immortality; nor distinction of day or night; but 
that breathed without aUlation single with her who is sustained 
within him." Again, in tho Vrihad 'Arunyaka, an Upunishad, it is 
recorded—" The Primeval Being saw nothing but himself in the Uni- 
verse and said, ' I am I.' He felt not delight being alone — He wished 
for another anil instantly became such — He caused himself to fall in 
twain and thus become husband and wife," In the Saiua Veda it is 
stated, that " the will to create co-existed with the Deity as his 
Bride." It is probably the female principle under the name of " Viich,'' 
(translated speech or tho word) which calls herself the universal soul. 
"Originating all Hoings I pass like the breeze — 1 am almvo this 
Heaven, beyond this Earth, and what is tho Great One, that am I." 

This duality of the Deity seems to have been common to the pri- 
meval religious of Egypt and China, and probably of the intermediate 
• regions of Asia. In tho former, tho Sun, under the name of Osiris, 
was worshipped as the Generator of All Things, and the Earth under 
the name of Jsis, as the Great Mother, who, under the vivifying rays 
of the Sun, appeared to bring forth all animated beings, and all vege- 
table nature 2 . In tho great Temple of Isis, under the veiled statue 
of the goddess, was inscribed tho well-known sentence: — "I am what 
hath been; what is; what shall be; and no mortal hath ever lifted 
my Veil." In nearly the same words, in. the " Kiisi Khand," it is 
said of " l'rakriti," or " Nature," what is Thou art in the Sakti form, 
and oxcept Thee nothing has ever been." The necessity of tho co- 
operation of a female principle in creation, was further recognized by 
assigning to each Deity a wife or Sakti. Thus l'rakriti is said to 
have assumed various forms — Durga the Sakti of Siva, Lakshmi 
of Vishnu — Saraswati of Brahma — Rudhii of Krishna. The Syrian 
goddess Astarte, and tho Venus Genitrix of the Greeks and Romans, 
were aliko tho deifications of the same principle. This is manifested 
in the beautiful apostrophe to Venus by Lucretius, which, standing 



1 Asiatic Itescarcliox, vol. viii. |>. .'t!Kt. 

* HuiiHcn, p. 'Itill, says, "die Triml Inis, Osiris, anil Horns rrKulvi:* itsrll into 
n malu ami female |>rmei|>li-. Osiris anil Horns luinj; originally iilrntiral." 
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on Cape Miaenum, he may be supposed to hare poured forth on 
beholding her bright planet reflected in tho blue waters of the 
Mediterranean. 

" Alma Venus ! Cmli subtcr labcntia Signa 
Qua: mare navigerum, quro terras frugiforentos 
Concelchras : per tc quoniam genus omno aniinantum 
Conccpitur, visiti[ue ex ortuin liimina solis; 
Te, Dca, to fiigiunt Venti, te nubila Coeli 
Advoutmnqiie tutiin : tibi suaveis drodala tellus 
Suniinittit (lores: tibi rident roquora ponti 
Placatumquo nitet sufTuso luniine ca-lnm. 

Jn China, instead of the double triangle, tho same principles are 
typified by tho " Tao Kich," a circle divided by a curved line into 
two equal parts, (vido Fig. 4, PI. II), which represent the " Yung " and 
"Yin 1 ," by which all things were produced. The Heaven is" Yang," 
and tho Earth " Yin ;" tho Sun " Yang," and the Moon " Yin ;" and 
so on through all nature — animal, vegetable, and mineral. All 
odd numbers are male, and all even female. This may bo tho reason 
why 3 is considered a holy number, being tho union of 1 +2; also 
the pentagon 3 + 2 ; the hexagon 3 + 3, and 7, being 4 + 3, &c. The 
"Sing Moo" or " Holy Mother," is probably identical with Prakriti, 
Isis, and Aslartc. 

In page 50, vol. viii., of the Asiatic Researches, Mr. It. Pat- 
terson states, that Siva is represented by an Equilateral Triangle, 
which signifies tho union in him of the tlirco groat attributes of 
creation, preservation, and destruction. This hieroglyphic, he adds, 
is inscribed on tho "Kumbha Ghata" or water jar, used by tho 
worshippers of Siva, in conjunction with a similar triangle, which 
represents his wife, or female energy. In vol. iii., p. 305, of tho Asiatic 
Researches, another nuthority, Major Wilford, says that " Vishnu (as 
the sun?) and Prithivi (tho earth), aro scvorally typified by an Equi- 
lateral Triangle, and conjoiutly, when their powers are supposed to 
bo combined, by two such equal triangles intersecting each other." 

It seems evident, however, that whether under the name of Siva 
and Durga, Vishnu and Prithivi, or Brahma and Prakriti, the same 
ideas arc represented; viz., the fecundating principles of nature, or 
perhaps tho universal vivifying Spirit acting upon universal inert 
but concoptive matter, at one time typified by tho double triangle, 
and at another by the Lingam and Yoni. Each of these principles 

1 Davis's Chinese, vol. ii. p. I!2. 
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had its separata worshippers, who maintained tho suporior influence 
of their respective objects of veneration in the production of nature. 
"This occasioned," says Major Wilford, "not only a vehement reli- 
gious contest, hut oven a bloody war between the followers of tho 
Yoni and Lingam." Ho does not however givo any authority for 
this transaction. 

It appears 1 that the Buddhists have also a symbol consisting of 
triangles, but they are united at their points, instead of intersecting 
each other. (Vido Fig. 3, plate II.) 

In a learned work, by Lo Noir, on tho subject of Freemasonry, 
published at Paris in 1811, there is much curious information on tho 
subject of tho triangle He states, that it represented the number 
three, which among the Jews and Egyptians, was considered tho 
number of perfection. It was also a symbol of the elements and of 
the sun, becauso tho constellation of tho triangle formerly rose with 
the sun when tho vernal equinox was at the point Aries. Hence a 
triauglo was placed in tho hands of Ieis, Osiris, and Orus, the Egyp- 
tian Trinity*. It is stated, that four Equilateral Triangles were 
placed in the ccutro of their Zodiac, to represent the four Elements, 
Fire, Air, Earth, and Water, of which tho world was supposed to bo 
created. Tho intersection of these four triangles form a twelve- 
pointed star in a circle. (Vide Fig. 7, plate II.) 

It is possible, that the pyramids of Gliizcli in Egypt, whose sides 
aro formed by four Equilateral Trianglos, wore intended to bo typical 
of tho elements, as well as of the sun. Tho angles being equilateral 
aro angles of sixty degrees, which corresponds exactly with the height 
of tho sun at the equinox, in the latitude of Gliizcli, viz., thirty 
degrees. At midday during the equinox, the sun (Osiris) appeared 
at tho summit of the pyramid as on a pedestal; and at night, (he 
moon (Isis) succeeded him. Le Noir states that great festivals were 
holil on these occasions. Though modern researches leave little doubt 
that the pyramids were the tombs of kings, yet their peculiar form 
anil exact position in the true meridian, facing the four cardinal points 
of the coin pass, in some degree favours the opinion of l.e Noir, that 
they may also liavo been held symbolical of the tomb of Osiris. 



1 11. Asiatic Journal. 

* T confess I have been unable to find any trace of the existence of the 
triangle, as an emblem of tho Sim, in the portraits of Iheso Deities, an given by 
Wilkinson and llunsen, or in any of the hieroglyphic signs, lint it is reasonable 
to Biippn.se, that I.o Noir and other Freemasons had some grounds for their asser- 
tion. The Obelisk was the sign of Amnion, and a sharp pointed Pyramid of 
Sethis, the dogstar, (vide llunsen), but there is no Idruilatcral Triangle. 
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After tlio autumnal equinox, Osiris was fabled to descend by the gate 
of brass to his tomb, being no longer visiblo abovo the pyramid. A.t 
the winter solstice, 21st December, lie was supposed to bo born again, 
ns Horns in the lap of Isis, and his ascension into Heaven, or entry 
into the Elysiaii fields, was fabled to take place through the ivory 
gate of the vernal equinox, when be again appeared at the summit 
of the pyramid, as an Apollo in the glory of his youth and vigour. 

The ceremonies of initiation into the esoteric doctrines or mys- 
teries at tlio temples of Isis in Egypt, and of Cores at Eleusis were 
symbolical of the progress of the sun through tlio Zodiac. The Free- 
masons, According to l.c Noir, copied the ceremonies of the two first 
grades of their craft (apprentice and companion) from thoso of tho 
Egyptian priests ; but the third grade, corresponding to that of 
master, being confined to persons who entered the priesthood, tho 
ceremonies were never revealed, and it became necessary to invont 
some others, which they founded on tlio death of Hiram, an architect, 
sent by the king of Tyro to Solomon, to assist in building tho tcmplo 
of Jerusalem. 

It is a singular fact, that tho Double Equilateral Trianglo which 
is engraved on the Sri J antra, and whose origin and meaning have 
been above explained, is stated in Kitto's Biblical Encyclopedia, 
(p. 142, vol. i.) to liavo formed one of the most usual amulets worn 
by the Jews, and known by them na the "Shield of David," and tho 
"Seal of Solomon," (vide fig. 1, pi. II); no doubt the seal with which 
that monarch controlled the Jins and Afrits ! Probably on this 
account it is held in respect by the Mahoiniuedans, and it is found on 
the walls of their houses, (vide Dibl. Ency. p. 876, vol. i.). It like- 
wise forms the chief ornamcut of tho celebrated so-called gates of 
Soiiuuilh, taken from the tomb of Mahmiid at Ghazni, (fig. 2, 
pi. 11). It is also remarkable, that the very symbol should have been 
adopted by the Freemasons, as the decoration of the degree of the 
royal arch. 

The Myth connected with this symbol, as related by Lo Noir, is 
in subslaiico as follows. The system of Freemasonry is assumed 
to have prevailed among tho builders of tlio temple of Jerusalem. 
Hiram was no doubt the "Worshipful Master." Three apprentices 
who wore curious to learn the master's sign way-laid Hiram, with a 
view to compel him to reveal tho secret, and on his refusing to do so 
murdered him. Hiram, on llccing from his murderers, threw tho 
sacred triangle into a well, where after a long search it was discovered 
by three of tho twenty-seven masters, who were elected to pursue tho 
murderers and recover the lost symbol. To prevent the rccurrenco 
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of a similar event, and tlio risk of losing the sacred triangle, in the 
centre of which the incommunicable naiuo o( God, " JAO " had Itceii 
inscribed by Solomon, a vault was constructed under the temple 
unknown to any but the elect ; and the golden triangle was fixed on 
a tripod, resting on the mystical cubic stone, which as in India, China, 
and Egypt, probably represented the earth. T ho vault was then 
closed up and scaled with the seal of Solomon, aud tho secret entrusted 
to the care of the twenty-seven masters and their successors. The 
celebration of tho death of Hiram, (which Lo Noir thinks was sub- 
stituted for the symbolical death of Osiris, tho sun, at the autumnal 
equinox,) constitutes the ceremony at tho initiation of the third grade 
of masons, viz., that of master ; and tho recovery of tho triangle, and 
tho placing it in tho secret vault, form tho subject of the initiation of 
the Grand Master of Scotland. On the taking of Jerusalem by tho 
Crusaders, the key-stone of the arch of the secret vault is said to havo 
given way, and to havo discovered to tho view of tho Knight Tem- 
plars, tho sacred triangle which had been concealed from tho world 
for twenty centuries. This discovery was the origin of tho English 
degree of tho royal arch; and tho decoration is an arch, with the sun 
shining through the aperture caused by tho fall of the key-stone upon 
a Double Equilateral Triangle placed on an altar. 

From tho statement of another eminent Freemason, it would 
appear that the Triangle was held to bo a sacred symbol, representing 
nearly tho samo ideas, by all tho nations of tho East. Dr. James 
llurncs, in his address to tho Lodgo of St. Andrew's, in tho East, at 
Poonah, 24th Juno, 1847, expressed himself as follows: — "It is 
not enough to say that the symbol which I hold in my hand, tho 
Triangle within a circle, was used by Zoroaster 1 and Pythagoras 
six centuries before Christ, to typify what it represents in this place. 
Ages before this ajra it had been exhibited in tho pyramids of Egypt, 
the cave-temples of India, the pagodas of China and Japan, and tho 
grottos of Scandinavia, to shadow forth, as it docs here, tho uncea- 
sing eternity, 'tho circle whoso centre is every whero and eircum- 
forenco nowhere/ combined with tho infinite wisdom, the omnipotent 
power, and tho glorious beauty of tho Great Architect of tho Uni- 
verse ; the light, the mercy and tho truth ; the past, the present and 
to come ; the beginning, middle aud end ; tho Creator, Preserver and 
Destroyer of all things." 



1 I havo not observed tho triangle in any of the engravings lately j>iiI.|in1i> il by 
Mr. Layaril, of tlio ruins of Nineveh, nor in Uich'a work on Dnhvlon anil I'crw 
polis. 
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It is difficult to determine to what nation this mystical symbol 
owes its origin ; but it seems to hare been common to all tho pri- 
meval religions of Asin, in which tho chief objects of Exoteric worship 
were the sun, planets, and elements of nature, tint whoso Esoteric 
doctriuo wns tho cxistenco of ono groat crontivo spirit pervading and 
animating the universe 1 . 

An Equilateral Triangle, whoso sides, however extended, were 
always equal, and whoso angles, however great the space contained, 
wore ever tho same, was probably adopted by religious geometricians 
ns tho most appropriate emblem of the Immutable and Eternal. 

1 " Other Deities arc portions of the three gods, but in fact there is only ono 
doily, ' fllnhit 'Atma,' tlio great soul. Ho is called the sun, for 'he is tho Soul of 
all Ueings, the Soul of what moves and of that which is fixed." — Colebrooke's 
Trans, of Ved. p. 3«7, vol. viii. Asiatic Researches. 
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Plate I. 

1. 

SRI J ANTRA, OR, KIIAT KON CIIAKRA. 



This form is iden- 
tical with tho sym- 
bol of tho itoynl 
Arch. 




a, Is tho centre or %Kar- 
iiik»"on which tho Imiiejo 
or name of tho Dovala it 
to be placed. 



Bird's cyo view of thofirl Jantra, showing 
the loaves of tho Lotus, and double tri- 
angle fanning the centre. 



3. 



KlcvaUoit of tho Sri .1 antra. 





The fcqu.iro base is called 
'* Jihupiir," or the " City of 
tlio liar th." 



SIVA JANTRA. 




Kievatlon allowing the six c<inila 
torul triangles. 



Illnl's eye view 
showing the nix 
triangle* mll | 
" IliiOit(|,a,"or 
eight leaves, tho 
names of whieli 
are, — 

1 Ksliiti _ tho 
Haiti,. 

2 Jala—Water. 

3 Soma— Moon. 

4 A(;ni— 1'iiB. 
Viiyii— Air. 

(i 'Akjisa— Spaco. 
7 K;iOa_Sini. 
II ^ ajiiiiKina — 
T lie worshipper. 
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PlATK II. 



I. 




Davtd'n .Shield and Real of Solo'rnn, 
Iroiri DIMiR.il KucyclnpKdln, vol.1., 
|> 42. 



2. 




Double triangle carved on tlie Som- 
noth Gatea, or Dunn of Hip Tomb 
or Mnlim6d of Ohaznt. 




nmldhUtdoiililo triangle. 




BamlihunAtti. 
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Flve-rtniiiletl stnr 

on ii Crook coin. 

11. V, vol ii-, 

.luiirn. Hour. 

Aslnt Society. 
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Twclvn-pobilod Rttir formed by four equilateral 
triangles hi tlto centre of the Zodlne. 



